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VERYHOT | HAZY SUN MOSTLY SUN, yeoy oy PLENTYOF | PLENTY OF  PLENTY OF
HAZY SUN HoT WINDS SUNSHINE | SUNSHINE ~ SUNSHINE

— Vaishali Tyagi (Team Delhi Today)
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‘The Pearl of Immortality’ follows
the story of Xerxes, a fifteen-year
old boy from 18" century Persia

— Vaishali Tyagi (Team Delhi Today)

Q1. What was the
inspiration for this fantasy
novel? Tell us about its story and
how did the plot evolve?

In seeking untapped waters as
far as fantasy world-building is
concerned, | chanced upon the
mythology of Mesopotamia.
Further research indicated that the
deities of this era were in
possession of super-extraordinary
powers of magic, a fact that awed
and lured me into this intriguing
world. Merging traces of Hindu
and other legends as well, | used
my creative expertise and
fashioned a home for The Sands of
Time series.

The Pearl of Immortality follows
the story of Xerxes, a fifteen-year
old boy from 18th century Persia,
who gets magically teleported to
the fictional planet, Ishtar in the
Alpha Centauri star system. In a
world so different from Earth, a
world dominated by the Light and
Dark forces of magic, Xerxes
learns of his new identity as a
Dragon Rider and gets catapulted
into a succession of perilous
magical ventures.

Q2. Tell us about the
process of research that you put
for the book?

The Pearl of Immortality draws
its main inspiration from
Mesopotamian mythology, a
completely unchartered territory
as far as world-building is
concerned. For this reason,
several years of arduous research
have been expended for the
purpose of my series. By

Xerxes discovers an
his
inhabited b
On this
discove

25 entirely in his hands

immersing myself absolutely into
the literature, art, religious texts,
and myths of the time, | equipped
myself to write a very unique
fantasy series.

| have also studied various
academic texts on the language of
this era, and inspired by such
translations, have created a
magical language for the Sands of
Time series which | call the
Supreme Words.

3. What are the fantasy
characters that you have created.
Where did you have to look for to
develop ideas about characters,
storyline and setting

My fantasy creations are super-
beings of tremendous magical
potential, called the Elder Gods

and the Aryans. The antagonist
race are the Nagas, serpent-
beings of equally great magical
powers. | have created a range of
magical creatures all of which are
wholly unique, born purely out of
the figment of my imagination. My
subconscious mind is the sole
supplier of all my ideas for
characters, storyline and
characters.

Q 3.What was the difficult
aspect of writing the book?

Being the first book of the
series, there was enormous
pressure to guarantee that | had
effectively built a world to permit
the remainder of the books to
comfortably emerge. It was a task
that demanded great dexterity, an
undertaking that also required me
to have sufficient foresight into the
remainder of the books in my
series and to ensure that there
would be a logical flow from book
one to seven. | am totally satisfied
that | have adeptly engineered this
project.

Q 4. What has influenced your
work? Any fantasy books that
you loved and why. Any special
memories of reading fantasy
books as a teenager that
transported you to a different
world.

| have known fantasy from the
works of Enid Blyton, which
completely shaped my world as a
child. | bestow credit upon the

Hardy Boys series, which evoked
a passion in me for adventure,
which greatly plays out in my work.
| quite favour the current Sword of
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Nishi Chandermun

The Sands are part of a magical
structure that permits the free flow
of Time on Ishtar and which were
lost thousands of years ago,
bringing the planet close to
annihilation

It was necessary for me to
divide the series into seven books,
concentrating on a particular Sand
per book.

| have worked substantially on
Book 2 in the series which | hope
to publish sometime next year.
Book 3 is also part of my current
working project.

Q 6. How are you trying to
create your own space and
niche with this debut book.

My originality, | am certain, will
permit me my own space in a very
competitive market. My work,
which incorporates my writer’s
voice, the unique characters and
magical creatures that | have
created, together with a world-
building that is unheard of, is

me PELART, of
IMMORTALITY

NISHI CHANDERMUN

‘Wonderfully detailed and imaginative,
Nishi Ch mdermun is truly

The Pearl of Immart al
epic th

Shannara series by Terry Brooks,
which also blends adventure into
fantasy, very much like my own
work.

Q 5. This book is part of an
ambitious seven-book series
The Sands of Time. Tell us about
it. When will the other books
come?

Whilst Book One focuses on
regaining and restoring a rare and
magical artefact, the Pearl of
Immortality to a mythical dragon,
the overall quest of the series is to
seek the Seven Sands of Time.
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much-loved by my readers. The
wonderful reviews that | have
received thus far for The Pearl of
Immortality is attestation that [ am
in the process of creating a niche
for my series.

Q7.Youlivein Cape Town and
have graduated with a Law
degree and have also studied
psychology but still choose to
take writing as a career. Why?

| live in Durban and frequently
visit Cape Town as my most
cherished holiday destination.

I have written for as long as | can
recall. From bits of fiction to
poetry, pen and paper have always
been my preferred tools. However,
having a very strong academic
mind as well, | embarked to
university where | studied law and
psychology under the notion that
writing was a distant fancy.

Nevertheless, the writer in me
would not relent. Not finding
solace within myself after many
years, | knew it was time to
surrender to the greatest passion
within me. It was time to put pen to

paper.
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REFORMS NEEDED IN THE INDIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM POST COVID -19

— Vaishali Tyagi (Team Delhi Today)

midst the rapid spread of the novel

COVID-19, everyone has to witness a

worldwide lockdown and so with the
case of educational institutes from around the
world to curb the spread of the disease. This
closure of schools and universities brought out the
extraordinary ripple effect not just on students,
teachers, schools, colleges but education ministry
as well because they also have to ensure the quality
of education for all while taking into accounts the
different needs and resources. Schools and
universities have never faced this level of
disruptions in generations and current education
system witnessing a major shift from in-school
learning to online learning especially Indian
Education System due to lack of connectivity and
tech savviness and this shift came out with great
challenges.

According to a survey, 1.54 billion children and
youth have been affected after the closures of
schools and colleges for an unknown time due to
unprecedented lockdown across the world.

If we talk about just India, Indian school system
is considered to be one of the largest in the world,
with 247+ million students and 9+ million teachers
across 1.5+million schools. After the suspensions
of physical classes in schools and colleges by the
Indian government for an uncertain time depending
upon the widespread of the virus which in turn will
severely impact students, as the planned syllabus
will have to be covered in a shorter period of time
and this came out with a plethora of challenges for
all learners and education providers. Because for
Indian students shifting form offline to online
learning is quick and drastic. Unlike urban
institutions which have already adopted online
learning to some extent, there is limited access to
e-devices amongst semi urban and rural
educational institutes. Even after the
comprehensive efforts to combat the challenges

from both the sides there were still some
roadblocks due to less accessibility of resources.
There were no such readiness of school staff who
have had limited exposure to online tools and were
never trained to deliver online learning and teaching

A pandemic which made us stay at home, due to
which everyone from an office employ for a meeting
to a lower kindergarten kid have to introduce
themselves to online meeting platforms like
Microsoft Team or Google Meet. Before the
pandemic, e-learning was still considered an
option for enhancing the quality of learning and
teaching but was not implied into practical
approach which led to massive failure in education
system in early days of pandemic when all school
and college faculties were forced to work online
and to cope with the change.

STUDENTS SEEMED STRESSED AND
PARENTS TOO!

After all the schools and colleges were shut and
it was extended further and further with the rising
cases of corona patients in India. It was the time
when all school and colleges conduct final exams
to promote the students but disruptions caused by
pandemic disturbed not just the exam schedule of
institutions but the whole academic calendar as
well.

Seeing the conditions both board and school
exams were postponed but later students from
classes nursery to 8th were promoted under no-
detention policy and various state boards and
CBSE decided to postpone exams of classes 10th
and 12th . It was not just up to schools but different
colleges also decided to reschedule the exam
dates. Then notification came when CBSE released
its datesheet for remaining board exams but some
state boards promoted students without taking any
exam. And students of | and Il year in colleges were
also promoted without any written exams based on
their internal assessments but exams of final year
students were conducted in both offline and online
mode. A few days later, final notifications came
form HRD ministry no written exams will be
conducted for 10th and 12th boards but will be
promoted with a new formula of marks calculation
and results were declared later on July 15, 2020.

And in between of all these postponement and
cancellations, have cause a worrisome side effect
on student's mental health. Sudden closure of
colleges and schools have negative impact
especially on vulnerable class. School students
also mentioned that this process of promoting them
also hampered their ability to enroll in college
whereas college students disproportionately

impacting their health. Here colleges need to be
little proactive and sensitive while reaching to
vulnerable class because they need additional
support in terms of technology.
Closures of schools and colleges did not bring
stress not just to teachers and students but for
parents as well. There are not many parents who
can afford work from home too because of limited
gadgets they need to share with their kids for their
online classes and there are many others whose
parents don’t have smartphones and many more
such hurdles came into way for students and
parents to make the accessibility of education
possible.

Government (MHRD) also runs some e-learning
platforms like SWAYAM which have somewhat
1800+ courses available on it so that students can
continue their education. there are more such
platforms run by ministry like Diksha, e-pathshala,
NROER, etc. But no internet connectivity in rural
zones is the main loophole in digital learning. There
are some TV channels which run classes for limited
classes and SWAYAM Prabha DTH TV is also
telecasted. But these efforts are not enough to
ensure quality learning for all.

EARLY CHALLENGES

Major shift was observed which is not so
common in Indian education system is moving from
face-to-face teaching to online education. Our
education system and policies found to be very
delicate when it comes to emergency remote
teaching especially it seems very blur for vulnerable
class people who lack such supporting equipments
with the help of which they can continue the leaning
without any disruptions. Even before that, are
institutions and teachers fully aware of the planned
and organized learning and over that emergency
remote learning? Did ever our education system
bothered about the quality education for everyone
even in emergency? Did ever our top education
management try to understand the problems of
teachers who always taught in a traditional
classroom and now suddenly being asked to teach
online?

SUCH SOLUTIONS REQUIRED!!

® Many such questions can outnumber the stars
in the sky in this given situation but it would be
great if we manage to resolve the issues
without taking much time. We need to support
this transition by developing the digital skills of
educators and then transmit these digital skills
to students also through various workshops.
Teachers should be emphasized to live and
work in an increasingly digital world where they
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are required to be digitally competent. Indian
education system has a necessary need for
better knowledge about integration of ICT into
education — which in current times does not
align well with the 21st century advancements.
We need to work on both the sides on learners
as well educators. Major challenges faced by
educators are:

Developing a virtual learning community at a
distance

Adapting to a new teaching style from on-
campus to online classrooms

Major challenge, maintain and updating online
course material

Developing a whole new online community can
be difficult, butitis essential now.

Teachers need to be trained now to overcome
their tech roadblocks while using various tech
tools.

Professional development programs should be
held. Regular webinars for school teaching
staff to encourage e-learning.

Hosting of short remote group sessions for
teachers to take on assignments and discuss
solutions.

Conducting one-on-one session to tackle
emergency issues one as covid-19 for both
teaching and non-teaching staff of educational
institutes.

Another approach required is to distinguish the
children based on levels of connectivity be it
school kids or a college graduate.

e LEVEL 1: Children with good internet
connectivity and have good access to
supporting facilities with many learning
opportunities from their remote learning
program.

e LEVEL 2: Children with good internet and
accessory facilities but limited learning
opportunities.

e LEVEL 3: Children with no internet
connectivity and poor access to
equipments without any learning
opportunity.

As a result, children from most vulnerable class
suffers the most, because they either attend
government schools or small private schools which
have no such specific facilities. Additionally,
students who attend these schools are often from
poor, low-income families and they have least
interaction with tech gadgets.

Making an appropriate balance in terms of
resource availability should be priority from all the
ends so that the education as a basic and crucial
necessity can be further woven together in new
ways for diverse audiences, large and small.
Government should enforce more strategic and
ambitious approach in their education system to
widen the scope beyond formal education to non-
formal and lifelong. Learners must also be
inculcated who see things with practical approach
and resolve the issues, be it a sudden closure of
educational institute due to pandemic or any such
situation again. Indian educational institutes must
embrace technology in early stages with open heart
and propagate the same to students as it is there,
where their future lies and does not come like an
alien thing in their later times.

This pandemic have taught us to make
necessary changes in our education system with an
urgency to start progressive actions in education
sector so that it helps young generation to get the
quality education despite of any circumstances.
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